
 
 

Roslin Cells: Head of iPSC Operations, Edinburgh 

Background 

Roslin Cells Ltd has developed an international reputation for the provision of high quality, research 

and GMP grade, pluripotent stems cells for use in clinical therapy and drug discovery. Consolidating 

this position further, Roslin Cells has taken a pivotal role in the IMI funded, European Bank for 

induced Stem Cells (EBiSC). The primary vision for EBiSC is to create a central repository from which 

commercial and academic researchers can access a very wide range of induced pluripotent stem cell  

(iPSC) lines under “ready to go” conditions, ie they are well characterised, cost efficient and  meet 

standardised QC criteria. 

The current IMI funding for the project is for the period to 31 December 2016 but it is intended that 

additional funding for the following three years will be available if the project meets its key 

milestones by Dec 2016. The long term goal is for EBiSC to become the premier resource for iPSCs in 

Europe over the next 5 years and to create a repository which is financially self-sustaining by 2019.   

The EBiSC consortium, led by Pfizer and managed by Roslin Cells has the scientific expertise, 

networks, facilities and experience to achieve these goals. 

For general details on EBiSC see www.EBiSC.org .       

Roslin Cell’s central role in EBiSC is to take responsibility for processing all iPSC lines which will be 

included in the repository. Long term storage and distribution will be handled by ECACC, and the 

development of QC standards will be led by NIBSC, but all the other operations for handling the cells 

including expanding and QC testing will be undertaken by Roslin Cells in two facilities, one based in 

Edinburgh, where activities are currently underway, and one to be established at the Babraham 

Research Campus in Cambridgeshire. The facilities will essential mirror each other ie it is intended 

that both will have the equipment, staff and expertise required to carry out the full range of iPSC 

processing activities.   

Roslin Cells is also participating in several Horizon 2020 project applications in which, if funded, it 

will play a key role in producing iPSCs and derivatives (for use by others in the H2020 projects).  

These projects will enable the development of expertise in producing high value iPSC based products 

(typically cells differentiated to neuronal lineages and genetically modified cell lines.)   

As the production of new iPSC lines becomes routine, both commercial and academic research will 

wish to outsource this activity to specialist operations with the expertise and economies of scale to 

deliver a high quality but cost effective service. Roslin Cells intends to meet this growing demand. 

 

The Need 

Roslin Cells has developed iSPC processing protocols and SOPs and some stem cell banking work is 

already underway with a small team based in the facility in the Edinburgh BioQuarter. However, the 

workload will now ramp up substantially as the demands from EBiSC grows, so Roslin Cells is now 

http://www.ebisc.org/


 

looking to recruit the Head of iSPC Operations to lead and expand the team and the activities and to 

work closely with their counterpart, the new Head of iSPC Operations who will be recruited into the 

Babraham facility. With the IMI funding already secured, well established protocols and SOPs and 

substantial technical support from the rest of Roslin Cells, this is an exciting opportunity for 

someone to grow and develop an operation from a sound base and to take a lead role in creating 

further commercial opportunities to exploit the expertise developed.  

The role 

Reporting directly to the CEO of Roslin Cells, the Head of Operations will take full accountability for 

managing all aspects of the iPSC operations within the Roslin Cells facility based in Edinburgh.  They 

will deliver the contracted work to EBiSC, on time and budget to meet stakeholders’ expectations 

whilst working as part of the Roslin Cells management team to exploit new opportunities for the 

facility.  

Responsibilities will include:- 

 Leading the iPSC cell banking production and QC function-take over the management of the 

existing team and manage the recruitment required for expansion. 

 Acting as responsible head for the iPSC production and QC laboratories within the facility 

ensuring compliance with required quality and safety standards. 

 Working closely with the Babraham team, scheduling the EBiSC cell line processing work to 

meet key milestones and quality standards. 

 Working with the CSO and Edinburgh team, evaluate and deploy new cell processing 

technologies and QC tests. 

 Working with the CEO and FD, manage the cost of iPSC processing at Edinburgh. 

 Working as part of the senior management team, help steer the strategy related to EBiSC 

and other iPSC production activities and to develop new opportunities for the facility. 

  

The Person  

This is a leadership position requiring strong operational skills to establish and run an efficient iPSC 

production service but it is important that the individual is comfortable operating in a fast moving, 

cutting edge, and scientific field and has the ability to interact credibly with a wide range of scientific 

professionals. It is essential that the individual is happy to take on the challenges of rapid expansion 

and new developments.  

The ideal candidate should have:-  

 Batchelor’s degree/PhD in life sciences. 

 Thorough knowledge of cell culture techniques/ best practice- familiarity with processing 

iPSCs would be an advantage.  

 Extensive experience  in a senior operations role in biologics/cell processing- preferably in a 

commercial environment with experience in driving operational efficiency, continuous 

improvement, customer service, delivery on contracts etc. 

 Hands on experience of establishing a lab based operation- recruiting, training, and 

managing a high performance team to work to SOP and quality standards. 



 

 Experienced at handling, presenting and controlling laboratory and QC data -experience in 

implementation of a LIMS system would be an advantage. 

 A track record of forming strong working partnerships with collaborators and relationships 

with third party contracted services.  

 

The essential competencies:- 

 Self-starter who relishes the challenge of expanding and building an operation but who will 

identify and make best use of all available support. 

 Able to initiate and manage a wide range of business challenges. 

 Robust- able to thrive in a challenging, rapidly changing and highly technical environment.  

 Will embrace new technology but with a discerning eye on how it improves efficiency rather 

than technology for technology’s sake.  

 Strong relationship management skills to gain the most out of third party contractors and 

collaborators.  

 Excellent communicator- able to establish strong ties between the Edinburgh team and the 

Babraham team- will have the ability to communicate across the full range of people and 

professionals that makes up the EBISC consortium. 

 Strategically minded –eye to the big picture- able to contribute to identifying and developing 

new commercial opportunities. 


